Bible Study Augqust 28, 2024
2 SAMUEL 16 (ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION)

David and Ziba

! When David had passed a little beyond the summit, Ziba the servant of Mephibosheth
met him, with a couple of donkeys saddled, bearing two hundred loaves of bread, a
hundred bunches of raisins, a hundred of summer fruits, and a skin of wine. 2 And the king
said to Ziba, “Why have you brought these?” Ziba answered, “The donkeys are for the
king's household to ride on, the bread and summer fruit for the young men to eat, and the
wine for those who faint in the wilderness to drink.”

Saul was Mephibosheth’s grandfather. Most likely Ziba was lying, hoping to receive a reward from
David. (See 19:24-30 for Mephibosheth’s side of the story.) For the story of Mephibosheth,
see 2 Samuel 9.

19:24-30 David could not be certain if Mephibosheth or Ziba was in the right, and Scripture
leaves the question unanswered.

3 And the king said, “And where is your master's son?” Ziba said to the king, “Behold, he
remains in Jerusalem, for he said, ‘Today the house of Israel will give me back the kingdom
of my father.”” 4 Then the king said to Ziba, “Behold, all that belonged to Mephibosheth is
now yours.” And Ziba said, “l pay homage; let me ever find favor in your sight, my lord the
king.”

David believed Ziba’s charge against Mephibosheth without checking into it or even being
skeptical. Don’t be hasty to accept someone’s condemnation of another, especially when the
accuser may profit from the other’s downfall. David should have been skeptical of Ziba’s comments
until he checked them out for himself.

Shimei Curses David

5 When King David came to Bahurim, there came out a man of the family of the house of
Saul, whose name was Shimei, the son of Gera, and as he came he cursed continually.
¢ And he threw stones at David and at all the servants of King David, and all the people and
all the mighty men were on his right hand and on his left. ” And Shimei said as he cursed,
“Get out, get out, you man of blood, you worthless man! & The Lord has avenged on you
all the blood of the house of Saul, in whose place you have reigned, and the Lord has given
the kingdom into the hand of your son Absalom. See, your evil is on you, for you are a man
of blood.”

9 Then Abishai the son of Zeruiah said to the king, “Why should this dead dog curse my
lord the king? Let me go over and take off his head.” '° But the king said, “What have I to
do with you, you sons of Zeruiah? If he is cursing because the Lord has said to him, ‘Curse
David,’ who then shall say, ‘Why have you done so?’” " And David said to Abishai and to
all his servants, “Behold, my own son seeks my life; how much more now may this



Benjaminite! Leave him alone, and let him curse, for the Lord has told him to. ' It may be
that the Lord will look on the wrong done to me, and that the Lord will repay me with good
for his cursing today.” * So David and his men went on the road, while Shimei went along
on the hillside opposite him and cursed as he went and threw stones at him and flung dust.
4 And the king, and all the people who were with him, arrived weary at the Jordan. And
there he refreshed himself.

Shimei kept up a steady tirade against David. Although his curses were unjustified because David
had had no part in Saul’s death, David and his followers quietly tolerated the abuse. Maintaining your
composure in the face of unjustified criticism can be a trying experience and an emotional drain, but
if you can’t stop criticism, it is best just to ignore it. Remember that God knows what you are enduring,
and he will vindicate you if you are in the right.

Absalom Enters Jerusalem

5 Now Absalom and all the people, the men of Israel, came to Jerusalem, and Ahithophel
with him. ' And when Hushai the Archite, David's friend, came to Absalom, Hushai said to
Absalom, “Long live the king! Long live the king!” 7 And Absalom said to Hushai, “Is this
your loyalty to your friend? Why did you not go with your friend?” ' And Hushai said to
Absalom, “No, for whom the Lord and this people and all the men of Israel have chosen,
his 1 will be, and with him | will remain. ' And again, whom should | serve? Should it not
be his son? As | have served your father, so I will serve you.”

20 Then Absalom said to Ahithophel, “Give your counsel. What shall we do?” 2! Ahithophel
said to Absalom, “Go in to your father's concubines, whom he has left to keep the house,
and all Israel will hear that you have made yourself a stench to your father, and the hands
of all who are with you will be strengthened.” ?2 So they pitched a tent for Absalom on the
roof. And Absalom went in to his father's concubines in the sight of all Israel.

This incident fulfilled Nathan’s prediction that because of David’s sin, another man would sleep with
his wives (12:11-12).

23 Now in those days the counsel that Ahithophel gave was as if one consulted the word of
God; so was all the counsel of Ahithophel esteemed, both by David and by Absalom.

Ahithophel was a respected adviser to Absalom. Most rulers had advisers to help them make
decisions about governmental and political matters. They probably arranged the king’s marriages
as well because these were usually politically motivated unions. Absalom thought Ahithophel’s
advice was good and followed through with his suggestion. Later, however, God made
Ahithophel’s advice seem foolish, just as David had prayed (15:31).
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